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Re ; 


No. 26620 — John J. King, Appellant v 
United States of America, Appellee 


Dear Mr . Wadsworth : 


In connection with the above referenced appeal, 
we enclose herewith for filing with the Court twenty- 
five copies of the Reply Brief for Appellant John J. 

King . 

By copy of this letter, copies of the above referenced 
Reply Brief are being forwarded to counsel for the United 
States . 


Very truly yours , 


/ 

- ' - / 

ERL :ap 


Eugene R. Lyerly 





cc: Eldon B. Mahon 

United States Attorney 

Irwin Goldbloom, Attorney 
Department of Justice 
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In the 


UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

No. 26620 

JOHN J. KING, 

Appel lant y 

V , 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Appe Itee . 


Appeal From the United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas 


REPLY BRIEF FOR APPELLANT 
JOHN J. KING 


STATEMENT 


Appellee ' s only argument in support of the Trial 
Court's action in dismissing this proceeding without fully 
adjudicating the issues before it appears to be based upon 
the fact that the United States has subsequently acquired title 







to the weapons under the provisions of Public Law 89-318. 
However, this argument, like the Trial Court's order dis- 
missing the libel, fails to dispose of the question of the 
ownership of the weapons at the time of such taking on 
November 1, 1966. 


ARGUMENT 


This Court reversed the Trial Court's original Order 
of Forfeiture with respect to the weapons on July 29, 1966, 
and subsequently issued its Mandate on August 22, 1966 (Ap- 
pendix, p, 49) . Contrary to the expression contained in the 
Court's opinion ( King v. United States , 364 F,2d at p. 235), at 
the time of such reversal, the United States had not acquired 
title to the weapons. The vesting of title in the United 
States did not occur until the Attorney General published 
his determination in the Federal Register on November 1, 1966. 
Thus, following the mandate of this Court, the Trial Court 
should have completed the adjudication of the issues involved 
in this action based upon the stipulated record before it. 

Ownership of the weapons at the date of taking is 
determinative of Appellant King's, or any claimant's, right to 
seek just compensation pursuant to Public Law 89-318. The 
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question of that ownership had long since been litigated 
in this action through the stipulations entered into between 
the parties, as follows: 

(a) Oswald purchased the rifle (Appendix, pp. 

32-34 and 38, Stips, 9, 10, 11, 18 and 27) and 
the revolver (Appendix, pp. 33, 34 and 38, Stips. 

12, 13, 14, 19 and 27) . 

(b) The rifle and revolver were acquired by 
Oswald during his marriage to Marina N. Oswald 
(Appendix, p. 42, Stip. 41). They are therefore 
presumed to be community property. V.A.T.S. 

Art. 4619. There is no evidence in this regard 
to overcome this presumption (Appendix, p. 42, 

Stip. 42) . 

(c) Marina N. Oswald sold all interest in the 
rifle and revolver to Claimant (Appendix, pp, 

38 and 39, Stips, 29-31) pursuant to the authority 
granted by Texas Probate Code, ii 160 and 167. 

The Trial Court, in its initial review of this proceeding, 

repeatedly and consistently stated that "(a) 11 of the facts 

and exhibits are set forth in the stipulation by the parties 

filed herein. . . (Appendix, p. 43, Pretrial Order); that "(t)he 

case was heard on the 'Stipulation of Facts'" (Appendix, p. 45, 

Memorandum Opinion) ; and that the cause was "submitted to 

the Court upon , . . the Stipulation introduced herein, . , , ." 

(Appendix, p, 47, Order of Forfeiture). 

Consequently, when this Court reversed the order of 

forfeiture, all that remained to be done by the Trial Court 

was to adjudicate the issue of ownership based on the record 
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before it, and the failure to do so and the dismissal 
of the action without fully adjudicating the issue is directly 
contrary to the applicable statute and rules and constitutes 
a gross abuse of the Trial Court's discretion. 

The case relied upon by Appellee, United States v. 

The Antoinette , 153 F. 2d 138 (3rd Cir. 1945J , as analogous 
to this situation is clearly hot in point. In that case, the 
Alien Property Custodian was successful in his petition to be 
substituted in place of the original claimants in a libel 
action previously filed by the United States, so that any 
relief would have inured to his benefit. To carry that analogy 
to its logical conclusion would result in the anomalous re- 
quirement that the United States prosecute a claim for com- 
pensation for the weapons here involved, as did the Custodian 
in The Antoinetta . 

Appellant is not here asking this Court to adjudicate 
the question of 'just compensation' for the weapons taken, 
only to give effect to the already litigated issue as to 
ownership so that it is clear who owned the weapons, and had 
the right to make a claim for compensation, at the time of the 
taking of the weapons on November 1, 1966. 
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Therefore, Claimant King respectfully submits that this 
Court should vacate the order dismissing the libel and render 
its judgment determining that Claimant was the owner of the 
weapons in question prior to any taking by the United States 
pursuant to Public Law 89-318. 

Respectfully submitted. 



KILGORE & KILGORE 

1800 First National Bank Bldg. 

Dallas, Texas 75202 


Attorneys for Appellant 
John J. King 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 


It is hereby certified that service of two copies 
of this Reply Brief of Appellant John J, King has been made 
on opposing counsel Eldon B. Mahon, U. S. Attorney, U. S. 
Courthouse, Dallas, Texas, and Irwin Goldbloom, Attorney, 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., by depositing 
in the United States mail, air mail, postage prepaid, in 
accordance with the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure 
this 9th day of December, 1968. 




■ ^ 



William C. Garrett 
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KoseriAla Hobart T«fe^; Jr.- 
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a«sr CcmyrMimaat ^ ‘ 

Thaalf 7*11 for yottr aefloraadai of tkrrcnbcr 2A, 1969 ooelool^ a 
e ay y of « latter eoaearai&s the eaCertala ralatlns to tbo assasalaation 
of Fxaaidant Konnedy iritis are preaantly la tha Archloao.' 

Tha Varres Coamiaslon ^(atharad a vaat enoeat of natarlaly 
aia<d) of it barlaft oily raaota eotmactloa with tha aoaaaalnatloQ. . 
balk, of tha naterlal that waa bafora tha CaeadLssloa althax vas p«b- 
l in h o d la its 26-aeltso fiaariog o or la arallabla to xaaaarehars at ; ^ 
tha Katlonal ArchlTaa. The Talattvaly aaiall portion ohl^ la aot ’ ■ ^ ' 
aov available to tha p;!d>Iic eoaslate prlsarlly of Rational aoenrlty 
iatalliganca or lavesti^tlaa raports — dealing largaly with actiyl— 
ties far reeored iron the aaaaaslnatlon Itself — which if diacloaed 
might cocsproalae confidential sooresa or taehniqoaa, or in aona eaaaa " 
jaepardiae the liTta of individaals abroad* All of tha Conslaslon 
matarlal which has not yet been released will be r«r£«wed periodically, 
aaatll all of _it has been aatde aeailabla to the public* „ 

The aothora mho have crltlclxed the eoneluslona of ^.« ' ^ 

Warren Couelasloa do not dale to hare any sl<piiflcaaC new evidence* \ 
ao far as we are aware, tather* their crltlclara and deaands for a 
new inquiry are based open different eoeclualons tfiey have drawn from 
perta of the name body of evidence that was axaelned by the Consiaalon* 
The CouBiaaion nade a therongh InqulTy and detailed snalysla of the 
facta concerning’ the essasainatlon* The evidence aaply supports the 


basic condos loos of the CeoBlssion. 
ao basis for a new Icqulry. 


In these clrcoisstances* we see 


I hope that tMa lafotnatlon will be of aaalatanee. 
Slxeerely* 


Records'* 
Chrono 
Hennagin 
Mr. Wilson 
Deputy A 6 


khl wiLSca 

Assistant Attorney General 
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DirrmpT 4 rT<» 

794 U.S. Post Orrcx and Court Housic 
C iNCiNNATt. Ohio 45202 
TB3_tPt»NK. (913) 684-32S4 


WASHINOTON OTPICCt 

Tclxrhonsi ( 202 ) 229>3164 


November 24, 1969 


MEMO TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FROM: MISS SYDNEY DINE (CONGRESSMAN TAFT'S OFFICE) 

315 CANNON BLDG. 

RE : ENCLOSED 

COMMENTS WOULD BE APPRECIATED 
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f- ■ THIS miL SHOULD BE r ^ ' ' 

ANSWEEIED WITHDI 48 HOURS " ' 

; Receipt vas acknowledge d 

I 

I ' ■ Correspondence Section 

Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 


DATE: 


July 3 , 1969 



OlCtiHcb ^{aic& ^cnctle 


RE: 



Respectfully referred to 


Office of Congressional Liaison 
Department of Justice 


For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 

To be forwarded directly to the 

constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 


X To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

^As requested below. 

i Additional comme 

REC^r^r:' 

JUL 7 

Eli.V.M/M DIVISION 


.! ^1^// 1 

l , 

27 

/ 

DEP^^rMsrr of jmstice 
JUL 7 196SP^: 

c T 

fl.M.u. 

B 

W 

/B 
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INAL-GEN. UKTwnr-Tcysp — j 


Please refer response to attention of 

Mr. Jasper , of my staff , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 

Thank you. 


\ 



WALTER F. MONDALE 
U.S. SENATE 





June 25, 1969 



Senator Walter F. Mondale 
" . United States Senate 

Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Senator Mondale: 

Thanks for your letter of May 22. Since you evidenced some interest in 
my comments on the report of the 1968 Justice Department panel, I am 
sending you, under separate cover, a summary of the pleadings introduced 
on January 31 , 1969, which led to judge Charles Hal leek's ruling that the 
Kennedy autopsy photos and X-rays would have to be produced for use in 
; the New Orleans courtroom. This was a momentous decision, since on 

January 17, 1969, Judge Charles Hal leek had indicated that he would not 
order such action until it had been shown that "there is substantial 
evidence that shots came from more than one direction" in the assassination 
of President John F. Kennedy. 

There have been a number of other attempts to have these materials released 
so that they could be examined by the world's top experts, but until this 
year, all have failed. Former congressman Theodore Kupferman (R-NY) inserted 
documents pertaining to his attempts to have this done into the Congressional 
record several years ago, along with his resolution that the investigation 
be reopened. Currently, Dr. John Nichols, a forensic pathologist at the 
University of Kansas, is suing the federal government for the release of 
materials pertaining to the autopsy. 

I 

^ But what is scandalous is that these legal suits should not be necessary. 

As the Justice Department's 1968 Panel review — a last ditch effort — 

. illustrated, the Warren Report's account of the crime cannot stand the test 

j of the evidence and never could. When that report was released, many of us 

\ thought it a mistake to pursue the issue since the Panel report was so 

I transparent that we assumed it to be some kind of a legal trap. It was 

^ inconceivable that the U.S. Justice Department, 5 years after the release 

of the Warren Report and with that much time in which to prepare for such 
I a suit and challenge, could have released such a report — a report which, 

j in fact, showed the incompetence, of the original autopsy to a greater 

] degree than the critics of the Warren Commission had shown it, and In 

■ addition, proved that the autopsy surgeons had perjured themselves before 

I the commission and that significant details concerning how the president 

I died had been withheld from even the Warren Commission. Is there any 


HEALTH SCIENCES CENTEH 
^ MEDICAL SCHOOL 

t. . i 





Senator Walter F. Mondale -2- June 25, 1969 


wonder that there is an ever-widening credibility gap? Prize-winning 
journalist and author, David Shoenbrun, remarked to me several months ago 
that the only thing which he can't understand about the Warren Report Is 
how it could have been such a sloppy coverup. My answer was that from n\y 
investigations and those of my colleagues, it appeared that various 
government agencies had covered up various things (and sometimes even 
exposed each others' duplicity) and that the commission members had, through 
their own misfeasance, become victims of this misinformation. Ironically, 
of course, the report is largely accepted within the government based on 
the reputations of the men who signed it. 


I In your letter you state that you "intend to watch developments in this 

I area," but it is from the Congress that any future developments must come. 

I I hope that I will hear from you further on this topic. With warm regards. 




I 
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Toot letter of Jobo 17» 1969 to Seoetor Welter Fr Hoadele 
CDcpreeslRs doubt ebouC the eceoraey of the fledlnss of the Warren 
ttonalaalea eoncercins the death of the Xete Ihresideat John 7* CeaB«4f 
bean referred to aMe for ' ntply. ' 


The «u there idio bare erltldced the coselvsloaa of the 
Werren Ctmeleeioa do zust claie to here msj al^ifieent nev evidettca,. 

•e far as v« ere avare* Bather, their critlclsaa and deeends for a 
fww ia<{«ilz 7 era baaed upon different coBClusioas tiiej have drasm froti 
parts of the ease body of anddeaea that vaa examined by the Cosniaaion. 
The Coaialasicm node a thoremth isqniry ead detailed analysis of the 
facts concexnia^ the assacslnatlon. The erideiree as>ply supports the 
basic conclusions of tha Comlaaimi. Is these circu!astancea» «e sea 
so basis for a cev inquiry* 

thank you for vrltla$. 

Staeaxely, 


P 

y/ 
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Isslstast Attorney Gasarsl 
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Mr. Wilson 
Deputy AG 

HONORABLE Walter 7. Mondale, DSS 
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Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 


DATE: . ^ - 

June 26, 1969 




'lilCitUeb ^enctie 



For your consideration of the attached 
letter, and for a report. 


_X To be forwarded directly to the 

constituent, with a copy to me 
for my information and records. 

To me, in duplicate to accompany 
return of enclosure. 

V •' 

^As requested below. 

Additio'nal comments: " 

RECEIVED-'' 

JUL 1 tS69 

f :,9 i iVIhthl, ilj \7 j-'i if) N 
Please refer response to attention of 

Mr. Avery , of my staff , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 


Thank you. 
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June 17, lSo 3 


7c 


Sen. TTalter P, Hondall 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Senator Kondalli 

In recent weeks/ information concemii^g the assassination of John 
P. Kennedy has been brought to my attention by a man by the name 
of Gary Shoener. Hr. Siioener has compiled evidence that com- 
pletely contradicts the findings of the 7/arren Commission. Pre- 
sently I have no doubts that the ?7arren Commission came to the 
wrong conclusion. 

At this time it would not be of vital importance to know the iden- 
tities of other men who were involved in the assassination, if 
these men were acting independently. However, if the men invol- 
ved were part of a larger conspiracy, a conspiracy that can pos- 
sibly be linked bacm to our government, then further investigation 
is needed. 


Possibly, in the national interest, this is not the right time 
to reopen the investigation, but it must be reopened soon before 
everything is forgotten. The possibility of a. conspiracy more 
powerful than the President of the United States is frighteningl 

Any reply on t..is matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
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parts of the aaaa hedy of evldaac* that vaa axsadned hy tha CcnoBlaaioa. 
Iha Coaalaaloa amdo a thorough iiuiulry and detailed aoalyaia of tha 
facts coBcamles tha Msasalnatloa. The awideaca asply supports tha : 
basic coacleslona of tha Cocutlaslon. Is these eircgBStaacos . we sea 
SO' basis for a sew iaijalty. : ' 

Iha tfarrea CoBsalaaloe gathered a wast anouat of «atertal» 
aaeh of It having only renota connection with the aasasalnatloa* Iha 
hulk of the material that was hafore tha CocdBiaalon either was p«h- 
Ushed in its 26>veloaa Se aring s or is available to reaeerehoca at 
tha Satieaal hrehlvaa* The raletlvely snail portion «dilck la see. 

BOW svallahla to tha p«d>Iie eonsiata priwarlly of aacloosi sacorlt^ 
iaCalUgimee or loves tiyatlva reports dealing largely with actlvi~ 
ties far raraoved frora the assasslastioo Itself — which If disclosed 
algbt CMBproBilse coofldastlal sources or techniques* or in ecase cassa 
Jeopardise the lives of individuale abroad* All of tha Coraaieeloa 
nateclal which has not yet been released will be reviewed periodically 
until all of it has heesi aada avallabla to the public. 

X hope that this ioforaatloB will be of lateroat to your 
eooatltuant. 
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DATE: 


June 9 . IQ fid 


To: 


H. D. Koffsky 
Criminal 


From: Herbert E, Hoffman 

. /iJChief, Legislative & Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 


- r 

Subject: Correspondence from 




Cong. Qule re Warren Commission. 


'I- 










Responsibility 












Prepare reply for sS^a'ture of Deputy Attorney General and 
forward to Herbert E, Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 


X Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E, Hoffman, 
Room 4117, Main Justice, 

Department File No .: 

Miscellaneous Information ; 

Interim reply Is being/has been made. 

X No interim reply Is being made. \ 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 

_X Original of incoming correspondence attached. 

Please return attachment. 



i 


' IL ' ALBERT^H. OUie 

V. ! l37 DiSTH.^, MimnCSOTA 

•U' ,-.r 

j'^. ^ y COMMITTEE: 

\J/ A .,*»'£DUCATlON AND LABOR 

i 


O O "■ 

Consress of ti)t ®(nitcli States 

HousJe of BcprcSentatibesJ 

i!2^£fjinston. 3S.C. 20315 


COUNTIES: 
DAKOTA MOWER 

DODGE OLMSTCO 

FU-LMORE RICE 
FREEBORN STEELE 
GOODHUE WABASHA 
HOUSTON WINONA 


ROCHESTER OFFICE: 

436 First Naticnal Bank Building 
507-28 S-Z384 


June 4, 1969 


Mr. Eerbert E. Hoffman 
Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Hoffman: 


Enclosed is a copy of a letter from sammvc 
^in which he raises several questions concerning the 
Warren Commission. 


I have marked the pertinent paragraph of his 


letter. 


Would you please transmit this to the proper 
person for information on the questions raised. 


With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely yours. 


7 -//, J 


ALBERT H. QUIE 
Member of Congress 
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Maj 30, 1969 


Congressman A 1 Qxiia 

United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Congressman! 

I am vrriting In regards to three areas which I feel the integrity 
of o\ir givernmental institutions must be questioned on. First, 
the progress of the Paris Peace talks must bo questioned on the 
basis of what the United States and South Viet Nam are offering 
to the North Vietnamese people. I feel that a free election of 
the members of both countries should bo established, not under the 
pBBsent South Vietnamese Constitution, for to do so would mean 
no\ communist could vote in the election. While I abhor communism 
I feel that there aro many human beings in that country who have 
a right to vote tinder democratic principles, I feel by allowing 
a clause that would enable all people of Viet Nam tho right to 
vote for the officials of a coalition government, would enable 
a United States withdrawl of troops In the hideous, futile war 
going on in that country, 

the second question I wish to raise is in regards to education in 
the poverty areas of the country, I an a member of the Teacher 
Corps in Minneapolis, I have been working with inner city youth 
for some time now and feel that the core of the problem lies in 
youth who cannot adjust to tho classroom situation because of low 
reading ability, I feel a positive step that we must take is to 
better the relationship of the school to tho teacher and in turn 
to the Community, I positive step which we can take is funding of 
"At Hone Reading Programs" which teachers and adults can work with 
and thus provide an opportunity for teachers to visit at home with 
parents and also develope needed attitudes on parents behalf toward 
reading habits. Also, I feel that funding to allow a dictionary in 
every home will include a further attltudinal uplift on behalf of 
parents. The Job Corps materials which I have reviewed quite thor- 
oughly are the best possible moans to develope attitudes of interest 
in life and reading, I hope you vote tn opposition to a bill to 
drop funding to Job Corps, They do fantastic things with those youth, 

The third issue I would like to mention is the absirrdity of the Warren 
Commission Report, If the Senate and House falls to question that lie, 
our country is in great trouble, I saw films of the shooting of Presi- 
dent Kennedy that indicated quite clearly to everyone in the room that 
his head was jerking backwards from a shot fired from in front of tho 
car, coming from the grassy knoll. Also, to think that one bullet 
shot both President Kennedy and tho Governor is absolutely insane. 









^ I know for a fact that only one per cant of the evidence was 

: presented to the Warren Commission. Why didn’t they question the 

husband, wife and family that were watching the incident from the 
; grassy knoll and fall to the ground in terror because the shots 

- came fim>m over their hoads^ Why does the Archieves Building 

keep needed imformation away from the eyes of the public, including 
Oswald’s income tax returns.? Why were the men that worked for the 
’ CIA gorillas, that were arrested behind the grassy knoll, released 

I from the police and never qiiestloned by the CommissionJ These 

i are questions that are distorting the truth and credibility of 

; the United States Government, They must be answered in the name of 

i truth, justice and other prinielplee that our country was estab- 

• lished under. 


t ' 

2 I have great confidence in you as the most truthful congressman 

; in the United States, but we have to move in the areas of positive 

‘ improvment of mankind in a troubled world. Distortion of the truth. 

; as exemplified in the Parid Peace talks and the Warren Commission 

i Report will not contribute to the betterment of man and the social 

] problems of the world. We must advance toward an international 

I- • - . state under God, where love and peace for all mankind flourishes, 

J : j proposod "At Homo study Program** is given 

’ some consideration. 


T 

Thank you so much for you cooperation. 




Most Sincerely, 
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Author of !tore than tX) published bookjs cn current affaire « including 
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In the past six years, A’^erica lias vcLtnensed three political 
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15, tied cccr.e? Ib-ut thero cou.ld no a p*- tern of .csbas . ni.-'.ation that has be- 
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each tyo:r,.;h,cp cnij.rcly :n hi.- nrn ■■ Fo,; h C.s'V.cld, O'ert: hri-.i ’?'.y, Sirhan 
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H I L 3 G y 0 ,y _U ~j? } > .it^a ^^ro'.ado^ yO’i ivith so.Tsthin^j ars 
ncx liic?!;? diiti cj:'.y't?har‘3 zic aavcer hoir f?j: and dssp yea. ia, . :; 

you^* qu 3 st, Xcr iafornaaipti £e:\5n^; pubil::ilj 2 i T7orka; tha unceaaorsd i'acta abaut 
each af the thrae^ a_::2S32ir.aticns; the true bacli^vaund and 'aesociatlcns a? tbg 
real ox' preaused asnasains; tite nrhys aad 7/hersfcr":-.3 of secn^ixigly inpiausibla 
svenca- - ih a ?;c?c^. l:ha caai c .fssviar ch aarnrrl.-rln and cl. a, of your trade nja. 

an Indepeadaat . hifitori an or political c«ienti^i , . ■ f- 

T R I L 0 Q 7 0 F M u H X) £ Is rot yov, and riil nat-be for soase 

' tiao j a reguiai-iy publxElaad trade hook Ilka vhe other lO-^odd trorks cf Joaefeiffi ; 
Jcoitea. Fors in the present ciiinate of public ■opinion^ i,t nould fp© too h&za^ 
dfflu.a i’’or any cG;inn«2;c.ial pubH^sher to bring cut a booh _t7M,ch ntith ouch feru tail' •“ ■ 
frankness g:^sog the o f -fi falachoc ds ■cc'veriag np-tho thvs^ groat ajss^assl- 
natienak For the tine being, thorofoi'a^ T J ? X_L^O ? 0 r ?i V !? t> g R 

consists, of three volutses and s snpplenon'r’pubXished thr ruithcr t4.ac3lf \ 
slneo graphed Due to varions cirenjastancesi, pabli cation of the . thr.s©- '• 

voltimeo .cannot talcs plans in strictly .'phre no logical aixler.Yet the fora,. & 

whole, TTith tho' ssiphasis throughout oa the cok’sen the. cpssonl^.X 

psttorn - and tho coxkjon inspiration, '■ k- ' f ' / . : b .; . 1 ■ ~y 

' ‘fas first' \-ol'.yay publiahod ibi ' ■ ; .:' ' ' • . ' .'■ .r ‘Z f 

(1) The Graarest Police Fraad' Zve r . ." , -. - ■ ..;• ' 

1,S^E -1-AiLiJI a.A,R :i n A j e o a :c ' 

Fubl3.slied oven before the fa.re£r;.;al i-h.ovtr-- trial at. ■vh.ich Jaises Earl ' 

'R &7 fal'iely pleadod gjilty to tha ar:rd?a' of Ik”, liiag hs.’-aa jalnce retj-acted .. 
■chib plea Tdvich had boeu fcrcsCl upon hin - tb.in '.'o^liur^s dsncnitratOb 'in aaplo. 
detail and on the 3t.rength o-f cogen'i s'v'd.danco auppi-ossod by . the : authorities, ' 
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•-trial at ■vh.ich Jaaea Earl ' 
Xting hs.’-aa jilnee retj-acted . 
rol-ax%s done nit ratob in aaplo. 
.ppi-©ssod by . the : authorities , ' ■ 
lraier,> but only a decGyasod,' ; 
i."; .Irt.'-’-r glir - doc’.U2er.-tsd stop 
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the flxk't uwn of .'which 
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fry’';; plea Isf a new trial, 
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5iss Li3:iy5 ajj^ i. h tf x;. o f . f ,t,aLJ 

C a A ? 5 H A.,? ? 5 I A L 

Goatrary te •ifio- dollbsrately falaa iEprc.s3io.n .;rsatsd/o _7 the news aediSs 
and in spito of the defendant's sc^uittslf the tiini of Clay :fhai-7 in Few 0r« 
loans in no way viaciicated the Warron Sopai-t - faX' fron Itl is -a aattar of - 
fact, the evidence presentsd at 'this trial has cor;cliisi\k!7:.y dskonssrated the ■' 
r’Sality of a aassi'vno conspiracy wiiich led to' the c.rc-ssf:- ro rr.bush cf ?rs.sident 
Kennedy on :ibv, a£, 1963 in nallas... s-veo thrrrgh Dl.3t.rlcJ; .Avtcrney .Jin Garrieoa 
failed in his atteni^t to connoct ci-uy fhav' r.-fth it. 

In tiiin vcli'-ne. the au'ther paisatak 5 .r:gly esurrinos Jfxo cospiete trans-- 
cript of tile pro cescangs (of wJiich only soieg frageen'ts besn published eo 

far in the daily and panic Si oal press a.ud thsao only in the aoat caa**aidod alstf 
biassed laanner pcssihle) and draws thoroughly substaiitiated. conclusicns^ 


^XII) iSr;>xgduIed sub?.i c>. vk.i.v>n in t'.ia fsJ.J. of 19^ 


AKocIisry o f .Tr»c;b~c s ‘I&-? 'ch:t . Slshm . ,' '' ' , 

3c&» Sbbart JConaea? fsjJl , viciia to tfea bullote' of a. yaid asaasaitt, v 
03 S of several "sho-. jjejr} sbatlgriad t-hat da;; la. yarle5is psa^ta of tha Katsi 
■ Jb-aacadcr »ith crdars kill th>3 frcatrv.niiin2 prct- 2 ±deiitial' ceadldate at. all., 
coatSg uo natter which way he hreats?lo£ only has sassiv© ."^svldencs te, 
effect hoen eappi-Gsssd by the author 3, tlac? end the a<&W 3 ,nsd*.a,. hut, "ihey have 
,aisc hushed up Strla.^sri . fcacIigro'-JJid as a. Vatoraii ^l-'^XA asSEt and have 'faXsi.£lC<I.i,_- x; 
his Exitivatijoa^.by ihtrxaduciii.^ a totally .itlctitloua, ’♦ahtl-^Siofcl'st” so ^ 
ra^s^ reaieon far the aurder «ah feai* that Sohert Ssnaedyt If, sleeted 
■aight eonduat a ns'j» investigation of hie fcrether’s death and punish tho 
, aasGs^na of Prosidont John F. Kannsdy« ' • , ' . 

■-• . ■■ ■ ■ ■ . . .. ‘ • \. .-\. ■. ;' . ■ ' ' 

(IT) 'in indispensabia duppleaaE.t;. ^ : - - 

c • gie Case Agalrta't J , Bdgar lidov^r • (in the AaaaibihatidRs of Froi^Ldohi 

, " ; ; - JojSfe: Fs. Konnody, ,Sen„ -Bober t h^-smedy and Di% iiartin Luthsr .Klr>g) 

How of tii& 1 ?BS becaja© ,tha chief ^arcriitcct of 

and why ha did his fcaat to protect, tlis guilty, instead- of ekposins 'thOT.'«^.T 
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One, by tajeing out subscript.icn to Jc.acliiy; Jcesvon*3 IcSTI^ , ' ’ 

tiis biwoekly r.ownalioet 'wliich carrii-er all the now,':, ftbs/ut the thi'^ea' aosaaaina^ 
tioaa and nothing but such news. Stnes iSTblES was start*=d bn Sapt, 15 » 

l9clos the last of its fivs pagea In oach issua hsh boar. dovotsi te the aorta.-',, ■■ 
ll2aticn of y R I LOG Y O.F H O R P :>3 R, 'beslnniag tzith the case of 
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Kennedy (algaed copies); ''TIIq Dark Side. of Lyndon 3. Johaaon", pp,, cloth, 
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"Marina Oswald,” I 65 pp. , cloth-. London 1967, «3'.00t •*‘Ihe 9-arr.lscn Enquiry*” 

I 5 S pp,, paperback rLcndon 2967, ^ 3.00 j Kennedy Was Killed,” 192 pp,,pa?sr- 

back,Lon.don,1963, k 3*305 *K)3t7ald; il3.3assin. or Fall 'Suyi?",S96 pp», doth, Hew 
York, 1964 5 ^ 10,00? ”Bis Ualirhsit Ubor den Kennedy-^!c^rd” (in German), 366 pp., 
cloth, Zurich, 1966, jS 6.CC; "La v&rlt& sur I 0 can do Jack Ruby” (in French) , 
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Oggald: Tho Truth , 572 pp., cloth 
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ICenne-dy aiic Dr. Martin Luther King). i?,C‘C0 vA~rds i'’ 20. CO 
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' ' Xha Itamm Cnteiissloa suida a thorough an^jroio of " 
tha facts of the assassination and its conclusions hasc^ ^ 
On this analysis are plainly set forth in its report, 

Svery cltlsan is cerbd.nly free to fore his own conclusiatto 
ee to the facts as he understands them* The Departsaent o-^ 
*]^tlee» however (as X am sure you will appreciated^ is 
•IxE^ly not is a position to exkter- the debating lists 
egalnst every Indlvidlual who takes Issue with the Cccairfs— 
•Ion’s conclusions. 
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Assistant Attorney Gexmral 
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O a M Mr 



# tt H 

« M • 




lii|| ill 

iiftll 


to mattxlMl 











iCongxtii of tfie IHnUeti Sftatti 

^ouct oC i&epre<entattbe« 

Sbfbington, 9.C. 



1 

1 


Sir; 

The attached conmunication 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 


the ne cessary Infor 
ply, r< tuitgEfiaRTWf- 


ply, r< - 

a 

dpondei.^s^witJ^j3^j^vup^an^^ C 

{fours truly, B ( 

. \ . : ^ 1 ^^. 

( toT)K^.Y GENERAL . 

( seca.v — 

:l?th District, New York 

Honorable John N. Mitchell 
Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washijigton, D.G. 20p30 



March 25, 1969 


Honorable Samuel S. Stratton 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.G 

Dear Congressman Stratton: 

Yesterday, March 24 a scandal paper dated March 30 
called "National Inforraer"appeared on the newstands 
in Auburn . 

I 

People who would ordinarily shun such trash bought 
the paper because of the front page headline reporting 
"John F. Kennedy still alive in guarded Dallas hospital 
room. Jackie visits hospital 340 times, shuns grave". 

It is offensive to the thinking American public 
that a scandal sheet should be permitted to spew forth 
a sensational story about our late beloved president 
and it leaves one, speechless at the power of obscenity 
in this country. 

My first inclination was to write the publishers at 
355 No. Lombard Street, Franklin Park, Illinois 60131, 
but I feared they might put me on their mailing list. and 
scoff at my outrage. 

I beg you to act with other members of the Congress 
to cripple the activities of these people who work so 
hard to' degrade the minds and mentality of their 
fellow-man. If they are not stopped soon, we are in 
serious , devastating trouble in this country that many 
of us profess to love. 


7(1 


Letters sent to 
Senator Javits 
Att. Gen. Mitchell 





t> . 










■r . r-,”. 5 ■: -T 











■ ■ 


FrOB WILLIAM 0. RUCKSLSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 


Date 3/23/69 


/ / Receipt of this letter has 

been acknowledged. ■ Please 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

/ Y / Please acknowledge receipt 
of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days. 


PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

3/26/69 Itr fr Congressman Lou Frey Jr. 

7C. 

President Kennedy. 


concerning release of autopsy report of 


129-11 

Civil Division 
Hr. Leathers 

General Litigation Form CV-ll *6 

(Ed. 2-27-69) 






LOUIS FREY. JR. 
9th District. Florioa 


AcaoT^iiziGSD wTrsn W :,'x:i’a3 


cpMMnmm 

SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS 
MERCHANT MARINE AND 
FISHERIES 


'■.do- do 

Consre£i£i at tiie tHnitel] S>tates 


* % 


1319 t-ON O W OR TH HOUMC OPTICS BuilAlNS 
WASMIN0TON. D.C. 

210 Brkvaro Avshus 
Cocoa, Fudrida 32922 




^QUfte ot B.epre9entatibe9 

SHasti^naton. B.C. 20515 


19 South Maonqua Avsnus 
Orlamdo, FIjORIOA 32801 




March 26, 1969 


The Honorable William D. Ruckelshaus 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20530 


Dear Hr. Ruckelshaus: 


As a further follow-up to your renly to 
me o^Harcl^^^^^arj^nc^sing a letter received 
from^^^mH^m^^H|wlth questions 

yc' 

I should appreciate receiving your comments 
to this . 


With best wishes. 






Most sincerely. 


.->v 




Lou Frey Jr. 
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Honorable Lou Frey, Jr. 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


Dear Congressman Frey: 

Thank you very much for the trouble that you have gone to in 
sending my recent letter to the Justice Department and sending me 
their reply of March 6, 1969. 

The statute referred to in the letter from the Justice Depart- 
ment, 44USC 397e, provides that memorabilia relating to presidents 
and ex-presidents may be deposited in the archives and retained there- 
in for posterity. It is also true that by agreement with the Kennedy 
family, the archivist may not release them for examination without 
the approval of the family. However, the claim to ownership by the 
Kennedy family of the autopsy pictures of the^^J^a^te President is cer- 
tainly dubious. Any claim to ownership of the^items, rifle, cart- 
ridge cases, bullet, etc. pertaining to the assassination is totally 
without foundation. A federal judge had ordered these items released 
to District Attorney Garrison. Therefore, in view of the foregoing, 

I still cannot completely understand the motives of the Justice De- 
partment in appealing the judge’s decision. Certainly if all the 
items relating to the assassination had been permitted to be exam- 
ined by independent and impartial forensic experts, as requested re- 
peatedly by Congressman Kupferman of New York, there would have been 
an end, once and for all, to the speculation. 



P.S. I have learned that there is a suit pending in federal court 
■ to force the Government to allow a qualified forensic expert 

to examine the assassination items. 
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' L-PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Memorandum 


TO 


Mr. Carl Eardley 


date: A{>rll 10, 1969 


FROM 


subject: 



HFL:ano 

129-11 


Attached is a reply to Congreasinaii Frey which Mr. 
Axelrad drafted. 


In mf view, Mr. Axelrad* a draft is too argumentative. 
I would prefer to respond somewhat as follows : 


inquiry of March 24, 1969, £or- 


by youT/coBonnlcatlon of March 28, 1969, 
ieen examined. 


ff. 


7C 


z 


While ^of course, we appreciate the points 
raUeT'Ey^gl^HHI^ the position which we have 
texen iiy 'court is, we believe, the correct one. 
act;4on involving the request by Mr. Garrison 


fas dismissed before the 


>een 


xe otner 'action to which 
>-, of course, being defended 
rulings h^e been made in that case. 


no 


In the circtuBStances , ve can add nothing 
further to the letter of March 5, 1969, and 
trust that this information will permit an ade- 
quate response to your constituent's letter. 


Attachment 
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liPotKiicil» \49xTt9f't It*': . ' ■ 

•' 'SooM ot 'BBSi!'e«M!staM?r«» ", 

\,*0*Mr Coaomsnna 




ring « lertt«r 


■.■*'®?.'''’'', 'jJ'r* ."'S 


^«SQX4ln« tna nwi-jai or cartaon 
'trlaX has 'b«wi xef err«d 'to mo for 




<5^ 


^Bua 'fiegextsaosct of JPostlc* taA sot takca tgoy aetlcn. to inter*' 
't«c* isQixoBexi^ -fd-th -ths ’sncoaeeati.oD. of Cla^ Sbov, and baji ee*' 
opexstod -with, 'tbe Idstrlct Xttoxnor 'Wbes b« re<XBOsted -tho sreeenco 
^ B«nr Qslaass of TSX. agentB , and a retlrod Secret Service agent 
an -Br<3aecnU.<m -vrl-tcaBees. The XSe^partraest did defend an action 
taroaght tf ■yne hiatrloit Attorney tor the purpoae of requiring the 
Ax^hiviat oS 'the ^ited States 'to produce 'the autopsy- photographs 
snd -xr-reya at the triaX of Clay Etnv. These material a , hy statute 
andhy agreement 'with the Sxecutors of the Estate of John T, 
-Kennedy , are to rejoain in ArchlveB , with access limited to offl- 
oiai fedaxai. agencies or ccosnitteeB, and to technical experts 
•grer r iaad that such access is approved hy the authorized repre- 
sentative of the -Kennedy family. There has -been no such ctaiaent 
ei-saa. insofar as we axe inf armed. 

1 hope that this inf omst.t nn wtH he helpful to you. 

dincexely yours ^ 


WXXXXAU S. EUCKEtSHAJJB 
IhMis.'fcazvfe At. t ,om ey Geneafal. 
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Date 3/4/69 


/ / Receipt of this letter has 

been acknowledged. Please, 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 


/ X / Please acknowledge receipt 
of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days. 


PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
AND HERBERT E. HOFFMAN, ROOM 4117. 


3/3/69 ref fr Mr. Hoffman w/attached Itr 
addressed to Mr. John Dean fr Congressman 
Lcu^Zre^, Jr .^^enclosin^corresponden^ce 

Clay Shaw. — 
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Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 

General Litigation Section 
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DATE: March 3. 1969 


To: 


Stanley Rose 
Civil Division 


Fromt 


.Herbert E. Hoffman 




^ Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 


Subject: Correspondence from: 

‘ • Cong, Frey re Clay Shaw Case. 



I 


•■■1 






Responsibility 




Prepare reply for signature of Deputy Attorney General and 
forward to Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 


X Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert B. Hoffman, 
Room 4117, Main Justice. 


Department File No . : 

Miscellaneous Information : 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 


X No interim reply is being made, 

Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 


X Original of incoming correspondence attached 
Please return attachment. 
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Honorable Lou Frey 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 







February 20, 1969 


Dear Mr., Frey: 

As you have no doubt read, Mr. Clay Shaw is now on trial in 
New Orleans for conspiring to murder the late President -Kennedy. 
District Attorney Jim Garrison has requested that certain items 
connected with the assassination and now held in the National Ar- 
chives be sent to New Orleans to be used as evidence in the trial. 
Judge Charles W. Halleck of the District of Columbia Court of General 
Sessions has granted the request and ordered the Archivist to take 
the items to New Orleans. Now the Justice Department has announced 
that it is going to appeal the order and thus has blocked the re- 
quest of Mr. Garrison. 

I wish to protest bitterly this action by the Federal Government. 
In the name of God, why is there this never ending effort to block 
the uncovering of the truth about the assassination of President Ken- 
nedy? [One witness at the trial has testified that he was ordeicjlby 
the FBI to keep his mouth shut about seeing two men in the window 
of the School Book Depository.] Judge Halleck has even offered to 
allow the National Archives not to send the items to New Orleans 
I if they wouxd allow Dr. Cyril Wecnt, a noted forensic pathologist, 

1 to examine the items. The Justice Department has refused to allow 
1\ even this. I thought that certainly when a new administration took 
1 \ over in Washington there would be an end to this vicious obstruction- 
1 ' ism. Can nothing be done to let the truth come out? 

In his recent book, "Six Seconds in Dallas", Professor Josiah 
Thompson has proved beyond any reasonable doubt that Oswald alone 
could not possibly have assassinated the President. And yet, Mr. 
Garrison alone is trying to see that justice is done. Can you do 
anything to get the Justice Department to withdraw its opposition 
to Mr. Garrison’s getting the evidence he needs? 


Sincerely yours, 
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